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Mayor and Council Presentation – Louise Evans-Salt, Board Chair 
 
Thank you Honourable Mayor and Council Members for receiving our delegation from the Fort 
St. James Public Library. To begin I want to thank you on our behalf for all the work you do for 
this community. I see the hours you commit and from experience I know how much it takes to 
govern an organization never mind a whole community…so thank you. 
 
We are here to present our annual budget that we receive from you and this year we are 
coming with a request for an increase. Our presentation is the rationale for that increase as well 
as an opportunity to be transparent about the services provided by your library and the dollars 
required to do that. 
 
I am currently the Chair of the Board of Trustees of which we have a full slate of nine engaged 
trustees. I think this alone says something about the importance and relevance of the library 
when nine people are giving their time to ensure the library responsibly meets its fiduciary 
obligations and provides the service agreed to in the agreement we developing with you. With 
me are Maxime Evans Vice Chair, Karli Fisher Library Director, and Jacqueline Soles, trustee who 
is a school librarian and holds an MLIS. 
 
As we did last year we will each deliver a portion of tonight’s presentation. 
 
I believe the library and what it provides align with the goals outlined in the District’s Strategic 
Plan. When attracting new residents, libraries are often the first place they visit and it is 
definitely a point of attraction. Both newcomers and tourists, as well as tree planters, come to 
the library to get information and access services. The library is a window into community 
engagement and your partnership with us continues to be essential and valuable for the 
community. As the Canadian Federation of Municipalities stated last year, libraries are a part of 
the important infrastructures of communities, and provide core services. I’m sure this is why 
Libraries Branch has moved to the provincial Ministry of Municipalities, of which our own 
Nathan Cullen is now the Minister. 
 
A big part of our work as trustees is advocacy. In planning for tonight, I read articles and essays, 
and was amazed at the number of TED Talks available on the relevance and importance of 
libraries to civil and democratic societies. But in the end, I decided to speak from my own 
perspective in my own words. 
 
This is how I see our library in our community: 

 It is a safe free space for all, the privileged and the underserved vulnerable populations. 
 

 It offers equitable access for all…probably the only service that does that. 
 

 It creates a sense of community and belonging. 
 



Page 2 of 2 
 

 It provides a wealth of so many kinds of information that is provided by information 
experts: librarians. 

 

 It helps to prevent loneliness and isolation for young parents, for seniors and for 
vulnerable people. 

 

 It enhances our community as a gathering place where everyone is welcome. 
 

 It creates opportunities for growth learning and understanding. 
 

 It provides a wide array of services and adapts to the times and the needs of the people. 
 

 It can be a part of community branding the physical building says a lot about who we 
are. 

 

 It holds history and truth. 
 

 It helps to protect our rights. 
 

 It enhances quality of life. 
 

 It provides access to technology the only access for some. 
 

 It promotes literacy on so many levels. 
 
These are only some of the things our library does. And all of them are even more important in 
small rural communities. 
 
None of these things can happen without two very important pieces. 1) Our partnership with 
you, which we value beyond words and therefore are committed to providing the best 
governance we can. And 2) An experienced educated Library Director who leads the staff and 
guides the trustees. So I will turn it over now to Karli. 
 
 


