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At our June meeting Louise gave you a very comprehensive look a the  virtual 

5-day conference that she, Karli and I attended in May. I would encourage all of 

you to read her report again as a reminder of all that we were fortunate enough 

to be exposed to.  I never cease to be amazed at the opportunites that are 

made available to us as trustees to learn about the library world and expand our 

horizons, as well as to increase our knowledge of current issues, relevant to our 

everyday lives. One of these issues that becomes more relevant with each 

passing day and each new piece of information gleaned about our past, is that of 

truth and reconciliation.  As a first generation settler, who was not taught 

about this country's past in school and really only became aware of it as an 

adult, I take every opportunity to continue this learning journey.  For this 

reason I was particularly taken by Ry Moran's talk on “Rights Based Frameworks 

for Reconciliation”. 

Ry Moran worked as the Director of Statement Gathering for the Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission and later became the original director of the National 

Centre for Truth and Reconciliation. This Centre was established to continue the 

work of the TRC and opened in 2015 at the University of Manitoba. 

In his talk he spoke about human rights failures and the abysmal human righs 

record of Canada, as well as the importance of recognizing these failures and 

looking to a future where they are not repeated. These are the Truths that 

must be spoken before there can be Reconciliation. 

The TRC articulated in its “Principles of Reconciliation” that we have to adopt, 

pursue and embrace Human Rights frameworks if we are going to seriously 

tackle the long-standing  human rights violations that continue to exist within 

our society.  In looking at the history of residential schools, the TRC cited the 

United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Inidgenous Peoples as being the 



framework for reconciliation at all levels and across all sectors of Canadian 

Society.  BC has taken this one step further and in 2019 adopted into law the 

BC Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act. Broadly, this means 

that we have to align our laws in BC with the United Nations Declaration  on the 

Rights of Indigenous Peoples.  Federally we lag behind. Sadly, Canada was one of 

only four countries that resisted the adoption of the Declaration at the UN 

General Assembly in 2007.  It was first endorsed in 2016 and only passed into 

law in June of this year.  

How does this apply to libraries?  Article 8 of the Declaration states that 

“Indigenous Peoples and individuals have the right not to be subjected to forced 

assimilation or destruction of their culture.”  Forced assimiliation can be as 

simple as lack of choice being provided.  How many options are provided to 

Indigenous Peoples as they enter our spaces, to be Indigenous, to see 

themselves, to see culture, traditions, language or identity reflected in our 

spaces and practices?  The hard work ahead is understanding that our system 

continues to forcibly assimilate Indigenous Peoples into mainstream society.  

We have to be conscious of and work hard to create space and additional 

oportunity for Indigenous identity, ways of knowing and being, and not “to be 

left at the door” as they have been in our public spaces. If we are serious about 

human rights, and now by law we have to be, we have to be cognizant how the 

lack of choice and lack of agency continues the ongoing colonial assimilationist 

agenda. 

Solutions have been put forward time and time again in this country and some of 

the major barriers to implementation are the lack of political will, the lack of 

individual will, the lack of accountability and the lack of caring.  Some of the 

failure to implement solutions may be due to the misguided idea that we will lose 

something by recognizing Indigenous Peoples rights, when in fact it can only be a 

win/win situation.  Just this morning I heard Ry Moran say “We have to get 

serious about understanding the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 



Indigenous Peoples.  It is a solution to prevent us from repeating the mistakes 

of the past, a solution to keeping us from continuing to abrogate those human 

rights.”  I implore each of you to become familiar with the 46 articles of the 

Declaration as well as the 94 Calls to Action of the Truth and Reconciliation 

Commission. We are all implicated in this work.  

At the end of the day, it's about us as individuals taking responsibility for the 

establishment, maintenance, uplifting and upholding of human rights frameworks 

within society. 

The protection of human rights is everybody's business. 


